
Book Club presents check to public library

Tuesday, September 27,
2022—MONTGOMERY,
AL— The absentee voting pe-
riod for the November 8th Gen-
eral Election began on
September 14, 2022.
Ahead of the November 8th

General Election, Secretary Mer-
rill would like to remind Ala-

bama voters that there are 35
days left [as of Tuesday, Sept. 27]
for the Absentee Election Man-
agers to receive an application for
absentee ballot by mail. Voters
will have an additional two days
to apply for an absentee ballot by
hand.

By Herman B. Ward, Jr.
Associate Editor

There is no response from Livingston Police on
any progress made in the investigation of the per-
son or persons responsible for making a bomb
threat at Sumter Central High School last week.
Sumter Superintendent of Education Dr. An-

thony Gardner said, however, school officials and
administrators will continue to cooperate with law
enforcement during their investigation.
Livingston Police Chief Roger Tolliver was not

available for comment Monday and Tuesday this
week, but said last week, “the investigation into the

By Janice Kemp Greenwood
Mr. Gilbert Williams is the

newest member of the Town
Council of Epes. He was se-
lected to fill the vacated seat pre-
viously held by Mrs. Pat Minus

who resigned recently.  Mr.
Williams was sworn in by Judge
Willie Pearl Rice in a ceremony
witnessed by Mayor Porter and
other members of the Town
Council;:Mrs. Betty Brown,

Mrs. Charlet Cox, Mrs. Charlie
Jackson, and Mr. Peter. Gilbert
has resided in Epes all of his life.
His parents, Elizabeth (Taylor)
and Bonnie Williams, Sr., and his

By Tommy McGraw
Publisher

“There are no topless dancers
in Livingston, that I know of,”
said Livingston Mayor Tom Tartt
at the close of the Monday, Sept.
26 council meeting.
Mayor Tartt was responding

to a headline in the Sumter
County Record-Journal last
week covering the topic of pos-
sible naked dance clubs operat-
ing in secret in Livingston.

The headline: ‘Are nude
dancers performing in Liv-
ingston?’ was posed by the re-
porter after there was no
response from the council and
their attorney following the
mayor reading aloud a proposed
new city ordinance banning
nude dancing in Livingston.
“To answer the headline in last

week’s paper [Sumter County
Record Journal]: No. There are
no topless dancers that we know

of, and Bird [City Administrator
James Dial] and I have looked,
but we haven’t found one in Liv-
ingston,” Tartt said with a laugh.
“But we did have somebody

that inquired and wanted to
know what our ordinance said
about a gentleman’s club. We
didn’t have anything on the
books ,so that is the reason we
came up with an ordinance
specifically for that type of busi-

Absentee voting starts
35 days left for applying for absentee
ballot by mail for General Election

Continued on page 3-A

Continued on page 3-A

New Town of Epes councilman Gilbert Williams with Judge Pearl Rice and Mayor Walter Porter 
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By Tommy McGraw
Publisher

The Industrial Development Au-
thority of Sumter County is seeking
bids to have the Port of Epes dredged
for commercial water traffic on the
Tombigbee Waterway.
Port Epes will be the initial shipping

point for Enviva Wood Pellets, LLC,
to ship their pellet product to ports
along the Mississippi and Alabama
Gulf Ports and then to ports all over the
world.
Enviva has started construction on

a $250 million project at the Port of
Epes to manufacture wood pellets for

Continued on Page 2-A

“No topless dance clubs, that
I know of in L’ston” - Tartt

G. Jury returns 16 indictments 
as crime lab delays 80 cases
The Grand Jury of Sumter

County, Alabama, went into ses-
sion on September 12, 2022, and
ended the session on September
13, 2022. 
“We were instructed by the

Court regarding our duties and
responsibilities,” according to
the report.
“We considered various crim-

inal charges against various de-
fendants and return herewith 23

true bills, some of which were
multiple count indictments, re-
sulting in 18 felonies and /5 mis-
demeanors . There were 80 cases
continued, all being drug cases

Continued on page 3-A

Livingston’s Ruby
Pickens Tartt Public Li-
brary is a tremendous
asset to residents of the
town and surrounding
counties. To help with
the purchase of books,
materials and resources
for children’s story time
the Livingston Book
Club recently presented a
check to the library. The
book club has helped
support the library for
many years by giving an-
nual donations. The ob-
jective of the club, which
was organized in 1933, is
to keep members abreast
of the times in literature,
arts and science. Meet-
ings are held once a

month beginning in Sep-
tember and ending in
May and feature speak-
ers from Livingston and
the surrounding area.
Members of the Liv-
ingston Book Club are
(seated left to right) Bon-
nie Campbell, Vivian
Hauser, Sandy King,
Becky Williams and
Mary Alice Snider.
(Standing, left to right)
Jeannie Harrison, Sharon
LaCoste, Leslie Emory,
Book Club President Ca-
role Simpkins, Chil-
dren’s Librarian Dorothy
Smith, Vicki Spruiell,
Kim Giles, Valerie
Burnes, Angie Gilliver
and Connie Hawkins. 

Town of Epes names Gilbert
Williams as new councilman

By Tommy McGraw
Publisher

Keith Wilson, suspended Ala-
bama State Trooper, was arrested
on Sept. 23 for two counts of
Sodomy, First Degree.
Wilson, 40, white male, an

employee of the Alabama Law
Enforcement Agency ALEA or
Alabama State Troopers, was ar-
rested in June for Domestic Vio-
lence and Assault following an
altercation with his wife.
The Grand Jury met on Sept.

14 and returned indictments
against Wilson for the DV, As-

sault charge, and on two addi-
tional counts of Sodomy, First
Degree.
Sumter County Sheriff’s

Deputy Lewis arrested Wilson
on Sept. 23 following the indict-
ments, and Wilson was released
on Sept. 25 after posing a
$200,000 bond, according to jail
log records.
According to Circuit Clerk

Devon James, Wilson will be ar-
raigned in Sumter County Cir-
cuit Court on Tuesday, Oct. 4.
The Sumter County Circuit

No arrest in school
bomb threat case 
Livingston Police question juveniles

Continued on page 3-A

Continued on page 3-AGrand Jury indictments
State Trooper indicted for DV and
additional charges of Sodomy

Keith Wilson Industrial Development Board
seeks bids to dredge Port Epes

Port Epes to be dredged for better access for barges.
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consumption in Asia and Europe for a
heat and energy source.
The initial project was for a $180

million dollar facility across the canal
from Manning Wood Floor Business.
Mannington has since gone out of

business, and Enviva has acquired their
former building and property and plans
to expand their initial investment up to
$250 million.
The demand for Enviva pellets has

risen dramatically, and the company is
building the largest pellet plant in the
United States in Sumter County at Port
Epes, according to reports in major
news outlets.
Recent stories in the Wall Street

Journal and Forbes indicate there is
now a local demand for their product,
as well.
Enviva has enjoyed success in

forming contracts in Europe, and de-
mand for thier wood pellet product has
increased with the ongoing war in
Ukraine and the uncertainty of gas
supplies coming from Russia.
Russia is a major supplier of gas to

surrounding countries, and gas ship-
ments have decreased since the war
with Ukraine began.
The bids for the dredging project

are scheduled to be opened at the Kelly
Land Hall classroom, 154 Student
Union Drive, Livingston, Alabama, at

10:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 18, for
the project identified on the PORT OF
EPES INDUSTRIAL PARK
DREDGING DISPOSAL PLAN, and
then publicly opened and read aloud. 
This dredging project will be par-

tially funded with Federal funds from
the United States Department of Com-
merce, Economic Development Ad-
ministration, and therefore is subject to
the Federal laws and regulations asso-
ciated with that program.
A legal advertisement is currently

running in the legal pages of the
Record Journal. 
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Absentee ballot applications
can be downloaded online or re-
quested by visiting or calling the
local Absentee Election Man-
ager’s office. Voters may also
contact the Secretary of State’s
Elections Division at (334) 242-
7210 to request an absentee bal-
lot application.
Important absentee voting

deadlines are listed below:
November 1, 2022: The last

day that absentee ballot applica-
tions returned by mail can be re-

ceived by the Absentee Election
Manager.
November 3, 2022: The last

day that absentee ballot applica-
tions returned by hand can be re-
ceived by the Absentee Election
Manager.
November 7, 2022: The last

day an absentee ballot returned
by hand can be received by the
Absentee Election Manager.
November 8, 2022: Absentee

ballots returned by mail must be
received by the Absentee Elec-

tion Manager no later than noon
today.
Voters who are eligible to vote

pursuant to the Uniformed and
Overseas Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA) will have until No-
vember 8, 2022 to postmark an
absentee ballot.
If you have any questions or

concerns, contact the Secretary of
State’s Elections Division at 334-
242-7210.

More absentee voting... from front

SC Retired teachers help Jackson, Miss., residents 

More dredging bids ... from front

City of York 
The City of York is 
requesting bids for 

Demolition of 
Condemned Property.

Please call City Hall for a
Listing of Property and

more details at 
205-392-5231.
Please ask for 

York Mayor Willie Lake

Pictured are a few of the Sumter County Retired Educators in front of several pallets of water
at the Market Place in Livingston, including Tommie Campbell, Edna Williams, Bertha
Beasley, Ennis Ward, Lula Larkin and Callie Lowery. “Kudos, SCREA!”

Thomas chosen ‘Teacher of the Year’
Joeva Bryant Thomas,
a teacher at Sumter
Central High School,
has been selected as
the High School Physi-
cal Education Teacher
of the Year for ASAH-
PEARD (Alabama State
Association of Health
Physical Education and
Dance).  Mrs. Thomas
will be awarded this
prestigious award dur-
ing the awards cere-
mony in November.  
Mrs. Thomas plays a
vital part in the JAGNA-
TION family!  She is the
current Career Prep,
Health, and Physical
Education teacher.  She
also assists with PEER
Helpers, the school's
CIP (Continuous Im-
provement Plan), and
the Master Schedule for
students.  Mrs. Thomas
is a firm believer and motto user of “YOU MATTER”!  You can and will find her in the hallways
of Sumter Central High School telling not only students, but coworkers as well, that “YOU
MATTER!”  Her passion is uplifting, empowering, and meeting students where they are; she
also takes great pride in her faith in God; her love for family; and her loyalty to education.    

CONGRATULATIONS Mrs. Thomas!...”YOU MATTER!”

Sumter County Retired Edu-
cators’ Association at it again!
Sumter County Retired Educators’ Association

begins its new year with a bang! Our first meeting
was awesome and well attended virtually! There
were over 35 members to call in and listen to what
the new goals, ideas and concerns for 2022-2023
will entail. President Edna Williams opened the
meeting by greeting and welcoming everyone
back. Mrs. Jeannette Presswood did a beautiful
meditation and prayer. All committees reported,
and birthdays were announced and happy birthday
song was beautifully sung by Mrs. Dora Hughes.
Our biggest and most important accomplishment

was the idea of donating a pallet of water to the cit-
izens of Jackson, Mississippi, due to their water
crisis. Kudos, community service, we are off to a
great start! We partnered with Commissioner Mar-
cus Campbell, Moderator Tyrone Thomas, the
Mount Herman District Association and other con-
cerned citizens to show our love for this worthy
cause. More is yet to come! Helping others is one
of our main goals!!

Edna M. Williams, President
Dora M. Campbell, Reporter

IF YOU ONLY KNEW WHAT

THIS PLACE 
HAS FOR YOU...

uwa.edu/visitFIND OUT

Enjoy Your
Dream Week!

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT THIS PLACE.
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951 US-80, Suite D, 
Demopolis, AL 36732

334-218-1826• www.legacyhospice.net



ness. To my knowledge, no one
has requested an application.
They just wanted to know if we
had anything on the books about
it, and now we do.”
Mayor Tartt read aloud a pro-

posed ordinance banning
dancers from exposing their gen-
italia for money or no money at
the Sept. 12 meeting.
City Attorney Nathan “Nat”

G. Watkins informed the mayor
and council the Livingston Plan-
ning Commission must first
make a recommendation to the
council and then the council can
accept or reject their recommen-
dation and then act on the ordi-
nance.
Watkins said there also must

be a public notice run in the
Sumter County Record-Journal
newspaper announcing a public
hearing on the matter. Public
hearings are held so local resi-
dents can come to the meeting
and voice their opinion for or
against the proposed ordinance
prior to the council voting on it.
The next council meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Oct. 10.
The Sept. 22 story began,

“Are there secret nude dance
clubs in Livingston?
Has the nude dancing been

going on for a time in Liv-
ingston?
These are some of the ques-

tions residents may want the an-
swer to, but Livingston’s mayor,
city council members, and city
attorney are not talking.”
Livingston City Council

members, the mayor, and their
attorney did not answer ques-
tions posed by the Sumter
County Record-Journal reporter
at their Monday, Sept. 12, meet-
ing concerning nude dancing in
the city.
The reporter asked, “What

prompted the proposed resolu-
tion prohibiting nude dancing in
Livingston? Did someone apply
for a business license?”
Mayor Tartt also apologized at

the Sept. 26 meeting to the news-
paper for not explaining the rea-
son for the proposed ordinance.
“Tommy, I apologize. That re-

ally didn’t get explained well
enough at our last meeting. And
as the old saying goes, ‘Now
they know.’”
Prior to this segment of the

meeting, Councilwoman Iola
Williams wanted to thank the
Black Girls Dream 2 club for
coming to Livingston.
“On Sept 10 of this year, we

had the Black Girls Dream 2
held at Jaycee Park.
“I wanted to thank [Police]

Chief [Roger] Tolliver and his
department for checking on the
equipment that was set up
overnight and providing security
and Tina Jones at UWA for pro-
viding a backup location in the
event of rain and James Moore
for his help at the park.
“Also, I want to thank Coun-

cilwoman Felecia Lucky for
being a part of that endeavor.”
Williams then reminisced

about being a young black girl in
Livingston at the age of 16 fol-
lowing the loss of her mother at
age 40.
“I always wanted to go to law

school, and I wish I had someone
to help push me. I would have
gone.
“My political science teacher

always told me you could argue
with a wall. You would be good.
So, I said all that to say I am so
proud of all those young ladies
who had grace in performing out
there in their grace of dance
[moves].
“My mind took me back to

Paramount and Livingston High
school where I played the clar-
inet, and I could play my clarinet.
When I got to Livingston High,
I used to dance at halftime for the
basketball games, and I could re-
ally dance. So, I told the young
ladies there that day I wanted to
go out there and dance with
them, but they told me, 'Iola, it
has been a good day, don’t ruin
it by falling down and ruining it.’
So, I just wanted to say it was a
beautiful day.”
Mayor Tartt then jokingly

posed a question to the mayor
pro-tem, “Miss Iola, with your
dancing background you might
[want to] get an application to do
the gentleman’s club.”
Williams responded, “I’ll

pass.”
That conversation segued into

the conversation about the top-
less dancers at the end of the
meeting during comments from
the public section.

More indictments ... from front page
Court met on September 14 in
the main courtroom with Circuit
Judge Eddie Hardaway Jr. pre-
siding for Fall 2022 Arraign-
ments. Those arraigned
following Grand Jury Indict-
ments include the case number
CC-0000000, name of the defen-
dant [the one charged], the
charge or offense, the defense at-
torney,  the arresting officer, the
status of the defendant, and the
prosecutor in the case.
CC 2022 000033.00 - D'quar-

ius Bias was charged with Theft
of Property, Third Degree. De-
fense Attorney: None listed; Ar-
resting officer Tolliver; Status of
the defendant: Out on Bond;
Prosecutor: District Attorney
Gregory Scott Griggers.
CC 2022 000030.00 - Gerald

Carter was charged with Child
Abuse. Defense Attorney: None
listed; Arresting officer: None
listed; Defendant’s status: Out on
Bond; Prosecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000039.00 -

Jonathan Seth Conner was
charged with Robbery, First De-
gree. Defense Attorney: Abisola
Adeb Olaleye; Arresting officer
Myron Carter; Defendant’s sta-
tus: In Jail; Prosecutor: DA Grig-
gers.
CC 2022 000034.00 - Roland

Fitch was charged with Theft of
Property, First Degree. Defense
Attorney: Robert Brian Smith;
Arresting officer Winnick; De-
fendant’s status: In Jail; Prosecu-

tor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000035.00 - Quan-

darrius Harris was charged with
Robbery, First Degree. Defense
Attorney: Victor Martel Revill;
Arresting officer Lynch; Defen-
dant’s status: In Jail; Prosecutor:
DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000042.00 -

Michael Hill was charged with
Unauthorized Use of a Motor
Vehicle. Defense Attorney: John
Thomas Stamps, I; Arresting of-
ficer Winnick; Defendant’s sta-
tus: In Jail; Prosecutor: DA
Griggers.
CC 2022 000043.00 -

Michael Hill was charged with
Burglary, Third Degree. Defense
Attorney: John Thomas Stamps,
I. Arresting officer Winnick; De-
fendant’s status: In Jail; Prosecu-
tor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000036.00 - Pamela

Hodge was charged with Re-
ceiving Stolen Property, First
Degree. Defense Attorney: None
listed; Arresting officer Seals;
Defendant’s status: Out on Bond;
Prosecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000037 .00 - Oscar

Cattuong Huynh was charged
with Resisting Arrest. Defense
Attorney: None listed; Arresting
officer Barron Franklin; Defen-
dant’s status: Out on Bond; Pros-
ecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000032.00 - Robert

Lee Kelley was charged with
Theft of Property, Second De-
gree. Defense Attorney: Erica

Kathlee Kemmer; Arresting of-
ficer B. Franklin;  Defendant’s
status: Out on Bond; Prosecutor:
DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000047 .00 - Do-

minick McCorkle was charged
with Theft of Property, First De-
gree. Defense Attorney: Kather-
ine Ree Parten; Arresting officer
Lewis; Defendant’s status: Out
on Bond; Prosecutor: DA Grig-
gers.
CC 2022 000029.00 - Mary

Noble was charged with Finan-
cial Exploitation. Defense Attor-
ney: Robert Brian Smith;
Arresting officer: None listed;
Defendant’s status: Out on Bond;
Prosecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000048.00 - Shanise

Poke was charged with Breaking
and Entering a Vehicle. Defense
Attorney: John Thomas Stamps,
I; Arresting officer Harris; De-
fendant’s status: Out on Bond;
Prosecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000050.00 - Brittany

Reynolds was charged with Hin-
dering Prosecution. Defense At-
torney: None listed; Arresting
officer Investigator Basinger;
Defendant’s status: Out on Bond;
Prosecutor: DA Griggers.
CC 2022 000031.00 - Tan-

janeka Russell was charged with
Robbery, First Degree. Defense
Attorney: Michael Fitz-Gerald;
Arresting officer Lewis; Defen-
dant’s status: Bond Revoked;
Prosecutor: DA Griggers.

continued because there were no
Certificates of Analysis from the
Department of Forensic Sci-
ences. There were 22 no bills re-
turned.
“We also would like to make

the following
recommendation(s):

“I. We have no recommenda-
tions at this time.
“Pursuant to Alabama Code

§14-6-42, the Sumter County
Sheriff' s Office has provided the
Grand Jury with documentation
verifying that a Prisoner Feeding
Fund has been set up and is

being maintained for the purpose
of feeding the prisoners in the
custody of the Sumter County
“We ask the Court to accept

this report and the Indictments
returned and recess us subject to
your call,” the report concluded.

More grand jury report ... from front

More no threat arrest ... from front
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Attorney General Steve Marshall wins permanent
injunction against Biden Administration Head Start
vaccine and mask mandates
(MONTGOMERY)—Al-

abama Attorney General Steve
Marshall announced a second
victory in his effort to block the
Biden administration’s attempt to
force preschool teachers to sub-
mit to COVID-19 vaccines and
two-year-old students to wear
masks.
“Today, a federal court perma-

nently blocked the Biden admin-
istration’s order to require Head
Start program employees and
volunteers to receive a COVID
vaccine, and children as young
as two-years-old to wear face
masks while they are in school,”
said Attorney General Marshall.
“On December 21, 2021, I

joined with other states in filing
a lawsuit to stop Biden’s illegal
mandate on preschool teachers
and students, and on January 1,
2022, we won a preliminary in-
junction to halt the mandate.
Today’s court victory perma-
nently closes the door to Biden’s
unlawful order in Alabama and
the 23 other states which were
part of our litigation. It guaran-
tees that Alabama’s Head Start
teachers, staff, volunteers and
students remain free to make
their own choices over COVID
vaccination and free from re-
quirements to force masks on
toddlers. 
“As with our other successful

lawsuits targeting a coordinated
Biden administration effort to
force Americans to submit to
vaccinations and masking, we
have again triumphed over the
heavy hand of government act-
ing without legal authority.”
Alabama was joined by

Louisiana, Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah,
West Virginia and Wyoming in
filing the lawsuit.
A copy of the federal court

ruling may be read here.

More no nude dancing ... from front

It’s that time again firefighters
Email Sumter County Record Journal your information and a department group

photo to scrjmedia@yahoo.com
or mail to SCRJ, PO Box B, Livingston, AL 35470, or drop off at the office at 210
Washington St. in Livingston across from the court house. (Please email preferably
scrjmedia@yahoo.com or call ahead to make sure someone is in the office. Office is

closed to the public at this time due to COVID-19.)

Example of what we need information wise: Smith Fire Department
Chief is Smithy “Chief” Smithson
Asst. Chief is Lloyd Jones
Secretary is Yolanda “Suga” Purple
Treasurer is Smithy, Jr. Smithson
The proud members of Smith VFD are:

Smith responded to 15 brush
fires, 120 accidents, 5 house
calls, 6 car fires and a trailer
fire. No homes were de-
stroyed. Still seeking volun-
teer fire fighters and meet the
first Saturday of every month.
We received 2 grants for new
hoses and fire truck.
People who have helped
contribute are the Ladies So-
cial Club, Smith Church, Abe
“Pop” Smith who mowed the
lawn. We will have a fish fry
fundraiser in March and give
out Halloween treats on Hal-
loween.

Deadline Extended from Sept. 25

More Epes council ... from front
brother Bonnie Williams Jr. are
buried in the Hennegan Ceme-
tery off US Hwy 11 near Epes as
are all the Williams family.
Gilbert’s family moved to Epes
in 1920 when Albert Akres
Williams and his wife Mary Jane
(Lunceford) along with their six
children relocated to work in the
barrel stave mill. Gilbert is a
graduate of Livingston Univer-

sity, Class of 1971, with a degree
in Business Administration and a
minor in accounting. He worked
for the Alabama Army National
Guard for 27 years in Livingston
and later in Eutaw.  After retiring
from the Guard, he began a sec-
ond career with Mercedes in
Brookwood. Initially he began
working on the assembly line but
was working Quality Control

when he again retired.  Gilbert is
married to the former Deborah
Green of York, their daughter,
Casey is married to Chris Hen-
ley, and they have a daughter,
Gabrielle. Mr. Williams was re-
cently crowned King of Epes
Day 2022 in recognition of his
continued support of the Town of
Epes. We are fortunate to have
him on the town council.

threat is ongoing.  
Last week Chief Tolliver did

say progress had been made and
added,  “We do have someone in
mind, but no arrest have been
made.” 
No further reports were given

by police on any further progress
made in the investigation by
press time, but Dr. Anthony
stated: “On the evening of Satur-
day, September 17th, we became
aware of a bomb threat to Sumter
Central High School posted on
various social media platforms.” 
“We immediately contacted

local law enforcement and the
Alabama State Department of
Education, and we have been
working with the Alabama State
Department of Education and
state and local law enforcement
agencies to ensure the safety of
the students, faculty, and staff.  
“On Sunday evening, Sep-

tember 18th, local law enforce-
ment, and a k-9 unit conducted
an extensive search of Sumter
Central High School.     
“No explosives were found in

the school or on school grounds,”
Dr. Anthony said.
Chief Tolliver confirmed last

week that explosive equipment
was not found at Sumter Central
but said “the investigation was
still underway” and added the
police were just as concerned
about who made the bomb
threat.
“This is very serious.  We are

not able to make a lot  of state-
ments, but I will say people need
to know this will not be taken
lightly,” Tolliver said.  
Supt. Gardner said safety for

students and school is top priority
at all schools, and every effort
will be made to ensure their
safety.

“The safety of the students,
faculty, and staff is paramount,
and we will continue to cooper-
ate with law enforcement to ag-
gressively pursue those who are
responsible” Dr. Gardner said.
“The investigation into the

threat is ongoing. We will con-
tinue to cooperate with law en-
forcement to aggressively pursue
those who are responsible,”
Gardner said.
No further report has been

given to the Record Journal on
any progress made in the inves-
tigation, but Chief Tolliver said
last week that every safety pre-
caution was being taken while
the  investigations is underway.
Meanwhile in Tuscaloosa, po-

lice have arrested a juvenile fol-
lowing a bomb threat at a
Tuscaloosa high school.
On September 16, just days

after police investigated and ar-
rested a student for making a
threat at Eastwood Middle
School, Tuscaloosa Police re-
sponded to a locked-down Paul
W. Bryant High School on an-
other bomb threat.
Officers were called to  Bryant

High School, and after an  inves-
tigation, they determined the
threat was not credible.
Tuscaloosa Police are searching
for those responsible. School of-
ficials say the two are not con-
nected; however, the second
threat has resulted in an Human
Trafficking investigation there
also. The threat made may be a
part of an attempt to sexually vic-
timize a student, a Tuscaloosa
City School spokesperson told
local media.
Tuscaloosa City Schools re-

leased the following statement
after the lockdown’s end:
“At 8:45 a.m. today, Paul W.

Bryant High School went into a
lockdown due to a bomb threat
via phone call by a person giving
a fake name. Staff quickly se-
cured the areas for which they
were responsible for and officers
from the Tuscaloosa Police De-
partment assisted. The lockdown
lasted approximately until 10:45
a.m.; The Tuscaloosa City
Schools takes all threats seri-
ously. The incident is under in-
vestigation, in coordination with
the Tuscaloosa Police Depart-
ment.”
Also, in Mobile, authorities

are investigating a threat to
“shoot-up” a high school there
made on August 31.
Mobile County Public School

System administration  are inves-
tigating a threat made at Alma
Bryant High School.
A student at Alma Bryant

posted a picture on Snapchat of
writing on a bathroom wall at the
school that said, “BHS going to
be shot up 9-1-22.” According to
the administration, MCPSS is
working with the Mobile County
Sheriff’s Office to investigate
that threat.
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Keilla Diane Ball
It is with deepest sorrow that

Lavender's Funeral Service an-
nounces the passing of Ms.
Keilla Diane Ball, 35, of Al-
iceville on Monday, September
19, 2022. Visitation was Friday,
September 23, 2022, from 4-5
p.m. at Lavender's Funeral Serv-
ice. The home going celebration
was Saturday, September 24,
2022, 2 p.m. at Spirit and Truth
Pentecostal Church, 2717 MLK
Rd.,  Aliceville. The body lay in
state in the church one hour prior
to the service. Interment will be
in Bigbee Baptist Church Ceme-
tery, 2988 County Rd. 78, Al-
iceville. Apostle Jeffery Ball, Sr.,
is the pastor of Spirit and Truth
Pentecostal Church. Rev. Tyrone
Cole, associate pastor of New
Zion Missionary Baptist Church
in Macon, Miss., was the eulo-
gist. Lavender's Funeral Service,
Aliceville, 205-373-2420, direct-
ing. Survivors are the Ball and
McMullen families.

Jamal Micheal Jacob
Carter

Mr. Jamal Micheal Jacob
Carter of Coatopa entered into
eternal rest September 22, 2022,
at his residence. Graveside serv-
ices will be held Saturday, Octo-
ber 1, 2022, at 1 p.m. from
Bethel Pine Baptist Church
Cemetery, 796 Sumter 22,
Coatopa. Visitation will be held
Friday, September 30, 2022,
from 1-4:30 p.m. at the funeral
home. Larkin and Scott Mortu-
ary, LLC entrusted with arrange-

ments.
Baby Boy Kevondale Craig
It is with deepest sorrow that

Lavender’s Funeral Service an-
nounces the passing of baby boy
Kevondale Craig of Carrollton,
on Sunday, September 18, 2022,
at Children’s Hospital, Birming-
ham. The graveside home going
celebration was Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, 2022, 1 p.m. in Bap-
tist Home Memorial Gardens
Cemetery, 5622 Reform Gordo
Rd., Gordo. Lavender's Funeral
Service, Aliceville, 205-373-
2420, directing. Survivors are the
Byrd and Craig families.

Willie James Davis
Mr. Willie James Davis of De-

mopolis entered into eternal rest
September 20, 2022, at his resi-
dence. Memorial services will be
held Friday, September 30, 2022
at 10 a.m. from Memorial Ceme-
tery, Arcola Rd., Demopolis.
Larkin and Scott Mortuary, LLC,
entrusted with arrangements.

Gerald M. Hodge
Dr. Gerald M. Hodge was

born on November 29,1945, in
Foley, Fla., in his grandmother’s
home. Dr. Hodge passed away at
the age of 76 in his home in Gal-
lion. He is preceded in death by
his father Lt. Col. Felix Hodge,
USAF; mother Thelma (Ross)
Hodge; sister Patricia Hodge,
uncle Andrew Jackson Hodge;
and step-daughter Katie Eliza-
beth Hope Vann. He is survived
by his wife of twenty years Bar-
bara M. Hodge; daughter Jen-
nifer Hodge; sons Mark Hodge
(Valesha) Geoffrey Hodge (Eliz-
abeth), Paul Hodge, Brian
Hodge, Matthew Hodge, Joseph

Hodge, Andrew Hodge;  step-
sons; Nicholas Vann (Kayla) and
Benjamin Vann (Lexie); grand-
children Bailey Hodge (Ashton
Hurt), Miranda Hodge, Anthony
Hodge, Conner Stone, Keaton
Stone and Hadlee Coulbourn;
step-grandchildren Xander O’-
Connell (Abby), Raelyn Vann,
Kayleigh Vann, and Adaline
Vann; great grandchildren Ash-
ton Hurt and Emory Gray. Ger-
ald joined the Marines after he
graduated from Parish High
School in Selma. He was sent to
Vietnam the year of 1966 and re-
mained there through 1967.
When he returned to the states,
he enrolled in the University of
Montevallo in Alabama. He
graduated from UOM with a
major in biology. After gradua-
tion, he enrolled in medical
school at the University of Ala-
bama, Birmingham. In 1974, he
graduated from med school and
joined the Army with honors.
During 1975-1978, he attended
his first family practice residency
program at Martin Army Com-
munity Hospital in Fort Benning,
Ga. In 1984-1987, he attended an
obstetrics and gynecology resi-
dency at William Beamont
Army Medical Center in Fort
Bliss, Texas. While in the army,
Gerald was a Flight Surgeon and
a plane crash investigator. After
leaving the Army, Gerald moved
to Demopolis where he joined
Dr. Holifield’s Medical Practice.
For 26 years, he was a blessing
to Demopolis where he was able
to deliver thousands of babies up
until 2017. At that time, he went
into retirement and greatly
missed seeing his patients day
after day. Visitation will be held
on Friday, September 30, 2022,
from 9:30 - 11 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church in Demopolis.
Funeral service will follow at 11
a.m. at the church with Kirk Fu-
neral Homes, Demopolis chapel,
directing.

David Denard Loyd
David Denard Loyd, 50 of

Riverdale, Ga., was born in
Sumter County, Ala.,  November
21, 1971.  He peacefully transi-
tioned September 23, 2022, at an
area Georgia hospital surrounded
by loving family.  Graveside
service of memory and life cele-
bration is slated for Saturday,
October 1, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. in
Elmwood Memorial Gardens,
11313 U.S. Hwy. 11, York,. His
step father, Rev. Darrell Jones,
will deliver the eulogy offering
words of comfort and consola-
tion with Sis. Mary Jo Square
serving as Mistress of Order. Pri-
vate visitation for the family is
from 1-3 p.m. with pubic view-
ing and walk through from 3-6
p.m. in the Weatherly Chapel. To
the entire Wimberly, Loyd and
Jones family, we at Weatherly
Funeral Home, offer to each of
you our most sincere and heart-
felt sympathy and condolences.
Our prayer remains that your
abiding faith in God will con-
tinue to comfort, to strengthen
and sustain your during your
time of bereavement.

Mary Louise McCaa
It is with deepest sympathy

that Lavender’s Funeral Service
announces the passing of Ms.
Mary Louise McCaa, 58, of Car-
rollton, Alabama on Friday, Sep-
tember 16, 2022, at Aliceville
Manor Nursing Home in Al-
iceville. Visitation was Friday,
September 23, 2022, from noon-
4 p.m. at Lavender’s Funeral
Service. The graveside home
going celebration and interment
was Saturday, September 24,
2022, at noon in Mt. Hebron
Baptist Church Cemetery, 2463
Franconia Rd., Aliceville. The
body was available for viewing
in the cemetery 15 minutes prior
to the service. Rev. Marcus
Wright, pastor of Mt. Hebron
Baptist Church, was the eulogist.
Lavender's Funeral Service, Al-
iceville, 205-373-2420, direct-
ing.
Survivors are the McCaa fam-

ily.
Shirley Ann Mitchell

Shirley Ann Mitchell, 71, of
Chatom, Washington County,

Ala., was born August 15, 1951,
in Joliet, Ill., to the union of John
Brown and Evangeline May
Mitchell. She peacefully transi-
tioned at Washington County
Nursing Care Facility, Chatom
on September 15, 2022. Memo-
rial service and life celebration
will be held by the Mitchell
Family in Illinois at a later date
and in the appropriate manner.
To the entire Mitchell Family, we
at Weatherly Funeral Home offer
to each of you our most sincere
and heartfelt sympathy and con-
dolences. Our prayer remains
that your abiding faith in God
will continue to comfort, to
strengthen and to sustain you
during your time of bereave-
ment.

Murry Lee Taylor
It is with very heavy and bro-

ken hearts that we announce the
passing of our own loving, cre-
ative and committed staff mem-
ber, Mrs. Murry Lee Taylor, 86,
of Aliceville, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, 2022. Visitation will
be Friday, September 30, 2022,
from 2-5 p.m. at Lavender’s Fu-
neral Service. Order of Eastern
Star Rites will begin at 5:30 p.m.
The home going celebration will
be Saturday, October 1, 2022, at
noon at Mt. Hebron Baptist
Church, 2463 Franconia Rd., Al-
iceville. The body will lie in state
in the church one hour prior to
the service. Interment will be in
Bigbee Baptist Church Ceme-
tery, 2988 Co. Rd. 78, Aliceville.
Rev. Marcus Wright, pastor of
Mt. Hebron Baptist Church, will
be the eulogist. FOR THE

HEALTH and SAFETY OF
EVERYONE MASKS ARE
REQUIRED FOR VISITA-
TION and THE FUNERAL
SERVICE. Individuals who are
immune compromised, elderly,
at high risk for severe illness, or
currently ill are encouraged to re-
main at home. Lavender's Fu-
neral Service, Aliceville,
205-373-2420, directing. Sur-
vivors are the Taylor family.

Joe Lee Johnson, Jr. 
Mr. Joe Lee Johnson, Jr., 83,

of Demopolis entered into eter-
nal rest September, 24, 2022, at
his residence. Graveside services
will be held Sunday, October 2,
2022, at 11:30 a.m. from Memo-
rial Gardens, Hwy. 43 S., De-
mopolis. Visitation will be held
Saturday, October 1, 2022, from
1-4 p.m. at the funeral home.
Larkin and Scott Mortuary, LLC,
entrusted with arrangements

M. C. Tillman
EUTAW - Graveside services

for M. C. Tillman were held at
noon Saturday, September 24,
2022, at Pleasant Valley Baptist
Church Cemetery, West Greene.
Public Viewing was Friday, Sep-
tember 23, 2022, at the mortuary.
Smith's Mortuary, Boligee, di-
rected. The management and
staff at Smith's Mortuary offer
our heartfelt and sincere sympa-
thy to the entire family.

Richard Loren 
“Skip’ Towberman

A memorial service for
Richard Loren “Skip’ Towber-
man, 75, of York was held Satur-
day, September 24, 2022, at 2
p.m. at Chestnut Grove Memo-

rial Church with Bro. Mark
Smith officiating. Skip passed
away Monday, September 19,
2022, at Rush Hospital in Merid-
ian, Miss. He was born August
18, 1947, in Minneapolis, Minn.,
to Benjamin Franklin Towber-
man and Dorothy May Fry. Sur-
vivors include son, Steven
Richard Towberman; daughters,
Esthur Dawn Towberman,
LaFawnda Raz (Tim), Courtney
Wright (Curtis); brother, Ralph
Franklin Towberman; sister,
Mary Maude Ring; grandchil-
dren, Sarah Ann Tirado, Alexis
White, Angelina Wright, Kayla
Wright, Dalton Wright, and
Brandon Wright; and 3 great-
grandchildren. Preceded in death
by wives, Julie Ann Tew Tow-
berman and Betty Ann Rice Tol-
bert; parents, Dorothy May Fry
and Benjamin Franklin Towber-
man; and sister, Shirley May
Griffin. He enjoyed traveling and
actually visited all 50 states. He
loved his family and his dog,
King. Visit bumpersfuneral-
home.com to sign the online reg-
ister and post condolences to the
family. Arrangements by
Bumpers Funeral Home of York.

Corlus G. Smith
EUTAW - Graveside services

for Corlus G. Smith were 10 a.m.
Saturday, September 24, 2022, at
Smith Cemetery, Eutaw. Public
Viewing was held on Friday,
September 23, 2022, at the mor-
tuary. Smith's Mortuary, Boligee,
directed.  The management and
staff at Smith's Mortuary offer
our heartfelt and sincere sympa-
thy to the entire family.

Obituaries

Sumter County Record
Journal memorial and
thank you ads
Contact us at 

scrjmedia@yahoo.com
for a price quote.
The office is closed during this

time. You can mail a check after you
request your ad to SCRJ, PO Box
B, Livingston, AL 35470, or we can
email an invoice payable with a

credit or debit card. 
Stay home and stay safe.
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By Claire Smith
Happy birthday everybody

having birthdays this week. Have
a happy day. Happy anniversary
to you lucky couples who are
celebrating together this week.
Blessings for a great day. Our
thoughts and prayers are with
each of you who are grieving the
loss of a loved one. May your
thoughts be filled with fond
memories of the past.
Have been so fortunate to

have known Jason. He is such a
fine young man and has helped
me so much in getting my rotator
cuff strengthened. Jason is now
working at Rush in Meridian. We
will miss him, but we are thank-
ful to still have Candice and Clay
to take care of us. 
Enjoyed so much visiting with

Karen Baughan the other day.
Karen is having very bad
back pain. Blessings to you
and your sister. I was so glad
to catch up on Reed and

Chris. I do miss those boys. Y’all
need to drop what you are doing
and drop in to see me and Doc. 
We have so much to be thank-

ful for today. Dandy Don went
through his surgery with flying
colors. He was released from
Princeton Hospital in Birming-
ham last Friday which was much
sooner than expected. He went to
his don, Reef’s home in Gulf
Shores for a couple of weeks as
he will have to lay flat of his back
for 20 hours a day. Reed drove
him there in a van where he was
able to lay flat. Don, our prayers
continue to be with you, as you
recover. Can’t wait until you get
home. Miss you. I feel so blessed
that his cousin Harrel had kept
me updated on Don’s progress. 
Hope Grad had a great birth-

day. Our supper club group
cheered him for his birthday last
Friday night. 
Laci stayed last weekend with

us, and we had such a good time.
We went walking, watched ball
games, went to church, and out
to eat. That beautiful little girl is
such a pleasure to have around. 
Y’all have a great week. Til’

next time be safe, healthy and
happy. “I hate that moment when
you are tired, sleepy, and you go
to bed and your body says, “just
kidding.”

Table for Sale
Edith Briwn has asked me to

tell y’all that she needs a home for
her granddaddy’s table. She has no
place for it, and she wishes some-
one who knew her granddaddy
would take and enjoy it. She said
she will always remember sitting
around this table, when she was a
child.  If she cant find a home for
it, it will be sold at Valerie Burnes’
warehouse sale. The sale will be  a
week from Saturday. I know there
are going to be some awesome an-
tiques there, and I am excited to be
going. Hope to see you there. 

Paid Advertisement

Livingston Lines
Good luck, Jason

Round and About Bellamy
Morning Star M. B. Homecoming Sunday, Oct. 2

By Jeanette Ingram
“Dear Lord, please give us

Your peace at all times and in
every situation.”
Sending birthday wishes to:

Linda Pearce, Susie Thompson,
Yolanda Austin, Rev. Sammuel
Exell, Marlon Ward, Mameta
Brooks, Arithia Jospeh, Rev.
Christopher Spencer, Grace
Spencer, Ashley W. Perkins,
Geraldine Harris, Janet Moore,
Robin Huff, Jimmy Williams,
Valerie Fulghum, Alesha Wash-
intgon, Cheryl Graves, Floyd In-
gram, Gabriell M. Giles,
JRa’Shad Pratt, Bobbie Pickett,
Eggetta Blakely, Letithia Owens,
Ray Evans, Princilla Amerson,
Ronnie Childers, Joe Cross, Min.
Alexis Chaney, Arcola Williams,
Linda Artis, Kelvin ‘Skotta’ Gi-
idwin, Robert Wrenn, II, Takelia
Marzette, Jessie Bias, Hattie
Wright, Johnny Bowden, II,
Fredrick Sturdivant, Ruby Dixon
Fredrick Dubose, Jalen Law,
Makiya N. Giles, Carol Sturdi-
vant, Ida Christian, Syrketha
Hale, Glenda Moore, Wanda
Gulley, Jessica Johnson, Demet-
ric Evans, Lard McInosh, Mer-
cedes McInosh, Jimmy Ponius,
Italy Killing, Anita Lawrence,
Wendy Boot Maye, Mary L.
Lewis, Lil Lay Lay Hale, Anita
Chaney, Rev. Mitchell Carter,
Sonya Smith, Pamela Lewis,
Destiny Maye, Zachary Henry,
Lucinda Davis, Linda Brooks,
Brakeya Clark, LaTonia Willing-
ham, Jarvis Graham, Cordelro
Parker, Bill Noble, Fredrick Jef-
ferson.
In loving memory of Gwen

Dixon, Rosie Giles, Annie Tay-
lor, Ronnie Mack, Geneva M.
Chaney, Percy Crockell, Ronald
Gray, Oliver Chipley, Lorenzo
Burrell. Gone, but not forgotten.
Happy anniversary to Rev.

Sam and Sis. Gloria Duff, Ed-
ward and Cathy Delaine, Ro-
drick and Tameka McKenzie,
Jonathan and Tesha H. Williams,
Arthur and Jeanette Presswood,
Rev. Chirsi and Sis. Pricilla Hol-
combe.
Morning Star Baptist Church

of Bellamy had its first women’s
retreat Sat., Sept. 24. The morn-
ing began with a delicious conti-
nental breakfast, blessed by Ann
Rogers of Lilly’s Chapel M.
Church, York. Pastor Michael
Howard greeted and prayed for a
successful retreat. First speaker

Min. Angela Finch of Green
Chapel B. Church of Scooba,
Miss. She blessed the women
with inspirational words. After
the morning session, we had a
delicious lunch. After lunch we
began our next session with
some dynamic speakers that dis-
cussed different topics. Cynthia
Brown, director of nursing at Hill
Hospital, addressed women’s
health. Attorney Elizabeth Hollie
of legal service of Alabama
spoke on legal and finacial is-
sues. Min. Linda Delaine of
Grants Chapel M. Church, Cuba,
discussed the five steps of grief.
Min. Liza Howard of Faith
Chapel Church, Birmingham, fi-
nalized with words of encour-
agement. 
The reteat was closed with

prayer by Min. Mary Grnt of
Friendship B. Church, Bellamy.
They were all spiritual and very
informative, as well. We were
also blessed with some song by
Edna Williams and Iris Porter.
The retreat was a success and en-
joyed by all who attended. 
Morning Star M. B. Church,

Bellamy, would like to invite all
to our annual Homecoming serv-
ice on Sun., Oct. 2 at 11 a.m. Pas-
tor Michael Howard will deliver
the message.
Another good Sunday school

lesson, “Obedience and respect,”
Exodus 19:16-25. The Lord is
our friend and helper, but we
should not let that aspect of rela-
tionship with him prodused a ca-
sual and even sometimes
flippant, attitude toward Him.
While the warning of Exodus 19
does not directly apply to us
today, we still should learn to ap-
proach the Lord with respect and
godly fear.
Bellamy Community and

SCHS Class of ‘75 send heartfelt
sympathy and love to the fami-
lies of Lizzie Dubose, Rosie
Giles, Margie Simmon, James
“Man” Maye, Patricia L . Jones
in the loss of her son David
Loyd, Shirley Johnson in the loss
of her son Jamal M. Carter,
James is the son of Sally Maye,
Irene Ruffin Hubard, and all be-
reaved families.
Still praying for our brothers

and sisters: Janice Dixon, Ruby
Washington, Bessie C. Maye,
Rosie Whitted, James Campbell,
Rev. Doc Lake, Rosie Daniel,
Dec. Leroy and Diana Brown,

Rev. Marcus Lawrence, Rec.
Johnath Byrd, Louise Alexander,
Wayne James, Johnny Drum-
mond, Ruby Moss, Gwen Lard,
Audrey N. McCall, Prince
Evans, Steve Lewis, Augusta
Rogers, Lucinda Farmer, Mil-
dred Ecans, Mattie Chaney, Pas-
tor Michael and Sis. Marilyn
Howard, Minnie Dunigan, Min.
Curtis and Merendy Matthews,
Lillie Dunn, Ella Connor,
Josephine Howard, Frankie H.
McNeely, Susie Alston, Betty
McClullum, Shirley Johnson,
Alex Spenver, Domino Maye,
Rev. Huston Brown, Roosevelt
Giles, Mary J. Ward, Eunice
Triggs, Rosie Wrenn, Mary
Maye, Dorothy C. Lake, Juanita
Watts, Elmer Stallings and fam-
ily, Woodrow Campbell, Leon
Scales, Jim Jackson, Emma
Clark, Rev. Tyrone Thomas,
Annie H. May, Josephine John-
son, Theresa Bell and family,
Gussie McKnight, Hattie
Wright, Towanda F. Killings,
Bernice Blakely, Annie McK-
night, Betty and Patricia Moore,
Frank Alston, Cecil and Nancy
Ratcliff, Connie Dick Finely,
Sarah Williams, Gerald and Ann
Chambless, Rec. Richard and
Sis. Olivia Wilson, Jamie and
Darlene Ash, Ben and Mary
Walker, Marie Green, Francis
Akins, Elizabeth Noble, James
Ingram, Juanita Epps, Alex and
Dora Campbell, Raymond
Paige, Eddie M. Beville, Mildred
Taylor, Irene Lee, Vincent Skeet
Lawrence, Mary McInnis and
family, Jessie Smith, Barbara S.
Phillips, Narciss Ward, Carrie
Branch, Hester Nelson, Bill
Coleman, Carrie Graham, Yanna
Howze, Glen Coleman, Emma
Whitfield, Hattie Nelson, Pearlie
Carlisle, Gretie Jenkins, Donald,
Wright, Saddie Jackson, Roxie
Hall, Tina H. Brown, Norman
Ruffin, Sr., Terry Jones, Eunice
Norwood, Cassandra Vawters,
Beresa Glover, Henry Jones,
Mary Nixon, J. B. Lake, Ernes-
tine Whitley, Dorothy Moore,
David Collins, Sandra Payne,
Katie Law, and to all sick and
shut-in.
Continue to pray for our chil-

dren, nation, and one another. If
you have any church events,
birthdays or anniversaries call
me at 205-609-7744. 
“God is our greatest comfort.”



By Linda Robinson 
“God Can Straighten It Out”
Pastor Joyce McCoy told the

worshippers of God that He had
a message this morning on flight
#9 - 25 - 22. It is on departure at
the Union Chapel C. M. E.
Church, Ward . Your Conductor
is ready for take off, please
buckle up and enjoy the flight.
Amen! A high flight in the Spirit
of God it was. You sure ought to
have been there as God's people
stood in praise to His words. I tell
you that the Musician, Sis.
LaTishia Townsend, and drum
player, Sis. Mary Taylor, were al-
ready in flight. Pastor McCoy

and the Union Chapel C. M. E.
Church family thank God for His
Spirit and the high praise that
was raised in the worship serv-
ice. The service was enjoyed on-
line and off. As the flight stayed
on course, the Spirit was very
high.” God, straighten it out.
Rev. Joyce McCoy, church pas-
tor, brought the morning mes-
sage. It was a blessing to be
online service. I enjoyed it. Tell
God and pray about it. You know
prayer changes things. A church
on fire for the Lord.  Rev. Robert
Deas applauded  Sis. Martinez
Bryant on the service she ren-
dered during Bible studies, a job

well done. We appreciate Rev.
Robert Deas for inviting you to
share in Bible study with Pastor
Joyce McCoy and the Union
Chapel C. M. E. Church family
on every Wednesday at 6 p.m.   

Union Chapel C. M. E.
Church 1st annual 4 Seasons
program will be held on Sun.,
Oct. 9, at 1:30 p.m. in the after-
noon.  Guest speaker for this oc-
casion is Rev. Joyce Peoples.
You are cordially invited to share
in this program with Rev. Joyce
McCoy and the Union Chapel C.
M. E. Church family. We appre-
ciate you, in advance, for your
cooperation.

Are you enjoyed this fall
weather? I am, and I hope you
are, too. 

Wishing everyone a happy
birthday: Pam Lewis Sept. 29
and her sister Alesha Washington
Sept. 28, Yolunda Johnson and
her sister Carolyn  Sept. 26, Mrs.
Mary Lewis on Sept. 29. Wish-
ing you all joy and happiness.
Enjoy your special day and
many more wonderful blessings. 

Continue to keep all sick,
shut-in and all bereaved families
in your thoughts and prayers to
be strengthened. Rev. Kentray
Sims, I enjoyed online service
with you and the Pine Grove

Baptist Church family, Liv-
ingston. I also enjoyed Motiva-
tional Monday Message and
Prayer. I also enjoyed Min, Bias’

sermon on Sunday morning
Sept. 25. “Thank you. Stay Safe
and Wear your Mask! KEEP
THE FAITH!”

By Madoline Thurn
Sometimes, early in the morn-

ing as I drink my coffee, between
the time I have finished one light-
hearted, carefree, relaxing work
of art (mind-rot novel) and
haven’t decided what to read
next, the only reading matter on
the kitchen table is a newspaper.
And there’s just something about
drinking a cup of coffee that
makes you want to read some-
thing as you drink it. Maybe it’s
because so much coffee is drunk

while
a per-
son is
a t
work,

they just get into the habit of
drinking and reading.

Well, anyway, sometime back,
there was nothing in arm’s reach
except the newspaper. Why do
they call it a newspaper when the
items on the front page are as
predictable as the sunrise, a
politician changing his mind, or
somebody shooting somebody.
You know, to save paper, they

PROBATE COURT 
SUMTER COUNTY, 

ALABAMA CASE NO. 2022-36
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 

AUSTIN FRANK BOYD, JR.,
DECEASED 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY

under the last will and testament of
Austin Frank Boyd, Jr., deceased, hav-
ing been granted to the undersigned on
the 23rd day of Sept., 2022, by the
Hon. Willie Pearl Rice, Judge of Pro-
bate of Sumter County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that all persons
having claims against said estate are
hereby required to present the same
within the time allowed by law or the
same will be barred. 

Stephen Douglas Boyd, 
Co-Executor of  the Estate of

Austin Frank Boyd
Elisabeth Leigh Boyd Ogles, 
Co-Executor of  the Estate of

Austin Frank Boyd
3tc/9-29, 10-6, 13

IN THE PROBATE COURT
OF SUMTER COUNTY, 

A
LABAMA

CASE NO. 17-22
IN THE MATTER OF DOSHIE

GIBBS, AN INCAPACITATED
PERSON. 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO

TERMINATE CONSERVATOR-
SHIP

TO: The Unknown Heirs of Doshie
Gibbs

You are hereby given notice that a
petition has been filed requesting to
terminate the conservatorship of
Doshie Gibbs. You are hereby given
notice that you are required to file an
Answer with the Probate Court and
with the Petitioner’s attorney, Kather-
ine Parten, Post Office Box 219, Liv-
ingston, Alabama 35470, within thirty
(30) days of the date of the last publi-
cation of this notice or a default judge-
ment can be entered.  A final hearing
has been set for November 28, 2022 at
9:00 a.m in the upstairs courtroom of
the Sumter County Probate Court in
Livingston, Alabama.  You may appear
and contest the same if you choose.

Hon. Willie Pearl Watkins-Rice,
Probate Judge

3tc/9-29, 10-6, 13

IN THE PROBATE COURT
OF SUMTER COUNTY, 
ALABAMA STATE OF 

ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF SUMTER
CASE NO.: 2022-29

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ES-
TATE OF ANNETTE JONES,
DECEASED NOTICE TO CRED-

ITORS
LETTERS of ADMINISTRA-

TION of said deceased having been
granted to the undersigned on the 15th
day of August, 2022 by the Honorable
Willie Pearl Rice, Judge of Probate of
Sumter County, Alabama, notice is
hereby given that all persons having
claims against  said estate are hereby
required to present the same within
time allowed by law or the same will
be barred. 

Lucinda Jones, Administratrix 
3tc/9-29, 10-6, 13

Notice of Completion
In accordance with Section 39-2-1

as amended by H275 Code of Ala-
bama, 997, notice is hereby given that
Gillespie Construction, LLC, 4565
Hwy 5, Jasper, Alabama, Contractor,
has completed Project Nos. RABRZ-
6014(258), Sumter County, and has
made request for final statement of said
contract. All claims should be filed at
Gillespie Construction, LLC during
this period.

4tc/9-29, 10-6, 13, 20

PROBATE COURT 
SUMTER COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NO. 2022-32 
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF  JANELLE M. 
TAYLOR, DECEASED 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
under the last will and testament of
Janelle M. Taylor, deceased, having
been granted to the undersigned on the
16th day of September, 2022, by the
Hon. Willie Pearl Rice, Judge of Pro-
bate of Sumter County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that all persons
having claims against said estate are
hereby required to present the same
within the time allowed by law or the
same will be barred. 

William Rhodes Taylor, Executor
of the Estate of Janelle M. Taylor,  de-

ceased
James H. Patrenos, Jr., Attorney

for the estate of Janelle M. Taylor, de-
ceased 

3tc/9-29, 10-6, 13

PROBATE COURT 
SUMTER COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

CASE NO. 2022-33 
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ESTATE OF 
FAYE HARRY BEDWELL,

DECEASED 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
under the last will and testament of
Faye Harry Bedwell, deceased, having
been granted to the undersigned on
the16th day of September, 2022, by the
Hon. Willie Pearl Rice, Judge of Pro-
bate of Sumter County, Alabama, no-
tice is hereby given that all persons
having claims against said estate are
hereby required to present the same
within the time allowed by law or the
same will be barred. 

Mark Harry Bedwell, Executor of
the Estate of Faye Harry Bedwell
James H. Patrenos,  Jr., Attorney

for the state of Janelle M. Taylor, de-
ceased 

3tc/9-29, 10-6, 13

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
OF EXECUTOR 
Case No. 2022-11
ESTATE OF

JULIA SHELTON 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY of

said deceased having been granted to
the undersigned on the 8th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, by the Hon. WILLIE
PEARL RICE, Judge of Probate of
Sumter County, Alabama, notice is
hereby given that all persons having
claims against said estate are hereby re-
quired to present the same within time
allowed by law or the same will be

barred. 
Calvin Allison, Executor 

3tc/9-22, 29, 10-6

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

The Livingston Housing Authority
will receive bids for: HVAC Replace-
ment Project for The Willows until
2:00 p.m. local time on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 11th, 2022, at the Livingston
Housing Authority central office, lo-
cated at 100 Northside Village (Hwy.
11 N.), Livingston, Alabama 35470, at
which time and place all will be
opened and read aloud. Scope of work
will include (but is not limited to):
Total replacement of HVAC systems
at The Willows Apartments. Work
shall include removal of existing
equipment. Contract documents, in-
cluding drawings and technical speci-
fications, may be obtained by
contacting the following:

Owner: Livingston Housing
Authority
Attn.: James Smith, Exec. Dir.
100 Northside Village (Hwy. 11N.)
Livingston, Alabama 35470
205-652-2721 phone / 205-652-
4922 fax
Architect: TDA Architects, LLC.
Attn.: Steven Taylor, Architect
125 West Columbus Street
Dadeville, Alabama 36853
205-542-5316 phone
Plan Rooms: iSqFt / AGC Network
(Birmingham, AL)
McGraw-Hill Information Services
(http://construction.com)
The contract documents may be ob-

tained by approved contractors at the
direction of the Architect and after con-
tacting the Architect’s office.

Plans and specifications will be is-
sued only to those contractors licensed
by the State Licensing Board of Gen-
eral Contractors of Alabama as re-
quired by Title 34, Chapter 8, Code of
Alabama, 1975. Only bids of such
contractors who are licensed prior to
date of this advertisement will be con-
sidered. All bidders must show evi-
dence of license before bidding or bid
will not be received or considered by
the Architect; the bidder shall show
such evidence by clearly displaying his
or her current license number on the
outside of the sealed envelope in which
the proposal is delivered.

Also submitted with each bid shall
be a certified check or bank draft,
(made payable to: Livingston Housing
Authority) or a satisfactory bid bond
executed by the bidder and an accept-
able surety company in an amount
equal to five percent (5%) of the total
bid.

Attention is called to the fact that
not less than the minimum salaries and
wages as set forth in the contract doc-
uments must be paid on this project,
and that the contractor must ensure that
employees and applicants for employ-
ment are not discriminated against be-
cause of their race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin.

E-Verify
The Bidder must provide certifica-

tion of enrollment in E-Verify. The E-
Verify certification number must be
written on the outside of the Bid Enve-
lope along with the Alabama General
Contractor’s License Number.

The bidder must comply with Sec-
tion 3 requirements provided in the

Contract Documents.
Each bid package must include; Bid

Bond, Bid Form, E-Verify Certifica-
tion, HUD-5369-A, the Non-Collusive
Affidavit, and two Previous Participa-
tion Certificates, signed in blue ink, by
the bidder and on the correct HUD
forms.

The Livingston Housing Authority
reserves the right to reject any or all
bids or to waive any informality in the
bidding.

Bids may be held by the Livingston
Housing Authority for a period not to
exceed one hundred and twenty (120)
days from the date of bids for the pur-
pose of reviewing them and investigat-
ing the qualifications of the bidders,
prior to awarding the contract.

James Smith, Executive Director
The Livingston Housing Authority

Advertise on the following dates:
September 15th, 22nd, and 29th, 

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed PROPOSALS will be re-

ceived by the OWNER, the Industrial
Development Authority of Sumter
County, at the Kelly Land Hall class-
room, 154 Student Union Drive, Liv-
ingston, Alabama 35470, until 10:00
AM legally prevailing time a.m. Tues-
day, October 18, 2022, for the project
identified on the PORT OF EPES IN-
DUSTRIAL PARK DREDGING
DISPOSAL PLAN, and then publicly
opened and read aloud. 

DRAWINGS and SPECIFICA-
TIONS may be examined at the office
of the ENGINEER, TTL, Inc., at 3516
Greensboro Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama 35401.

Electronic copies of BID docu-
ments may be obtained from the EN-
GINEER at no cost. Hard copies are
available for $150.00, non-refundable.
Hard copies may be shipped at an ad-
ditional cost. Request documents via
email aingram@ttlusa.com. 

This project (EDA Investment No.
04-01-07492) will be partially funded
with Federal funds from the United
States Department of Commerce, Eco-
nomic Development Administration
and therefore is subject to the Federal
laws and regulations associated with
that program.

BIDS must be submitted on PRO-
POSAL forms furnished in SPECIFI-
CATIONS.  All BIDDERS bidding in
amounts exceeding $50,000.00 must
be licensed under the Provision of Title
34, Chapter 8, Code of Alabama, 1975.
No BID may be withdrawn after the
scheduled closing time for receipt of
BIDS for a period of ninety (90) days.
The OWNER reserves the right to re-
ject any or all PROPOSALS and to
waive technical errors if, in the ENGI-
NEER’S judgment, the best interest of
the OWNER will thereby not be pro-
moted.

BIDS shall be accompanied by a
BID guarantee of no less than five per-
cent (5%) of the base BID, but in no
event more than $10,000, which may
be a BID BOND or certified check
made payable to the OWNER.  BID
BONDS are to be issued by an accept-
able bonding company licensed to do
business in the State, with a Power of
Attorney, to confess judgment thereon,
with the understanding that it shall
guarantee that the BIDDER shall not
withdraw his BID for a period of
ninety (90) days after the scheduled

closing time for the receipt of BIDS;
that if his BID is accepted, he will enter
into a formal CONTRACT with the
OWNER, and that in the event of a
withdrawal of said BID within said pe-
riod, or the failure to enter into said
CONTRACT within the time speci-
fied, the BIDDER shall be liable to the
OWNER for the full amount of the
BID guarantee as liquidated damages
and not as a forfeit or as a penalty.

The BID BOND and/or certified
check on unsuccessful BIDDERS will
be returned upon awarding the CON-
TRACT or rejection of all BIDS, in no
event, later than thirty (30) days from
the opening of PROPOSALS.  That of
the successful BIDDER will be re-
turned when formal CONTRACT and
BONDS are accepted and approved.

4tc/9-15, 22, 29, 10-6

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

Sealed proposals will be received
by the Sumter County Commission at
the Sumter County Annex at 104 Hos-
pital Drive, Livingston, Alabama;  AT
2:00 PM LOCAL TIME ON
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2022,
at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read;  for:

DEMOLITION OF BUILDING
AT 318 N. WASHINGTON STREET

FOR THE SUMTER COUNTY
COMMISSION 

Livingston, Alabama
(Local Funds)
The Work of the project includes,

but is not limited to, complete building
demolition including foundations,
sidewalks and abandoned utilities, re-
pair of existing grade, and new topsoil
and grassing; coordination and super-
vision of the entire project, and all re-
lated work, as indicated in the Bid and
Contract Documents.

A cashier’s check or bid bond
payable to SUMTER COUNTY
COMMISSION in an amount not less
than five (5) percent of the amount of
the bid, but in no event more than
$10,000, must accompany the bidder’s
proposal.  Performance and statutory
Labor and material Payment Bonds,
and insurance in compliance with re-
quirements, will be required at the
signing of the Contract.

Drawings and Specifications may
be examined at the Office of the Archi-
tect; and digital Plan Rooms of: Dodge
SCAN; Reed Construction Data and
AGC Internet Plan Rooms in Birming-
ham, Alabama.

Bid Documents may be obtained
from the Architect in PDF format for a
one-time deposit of $25.00 (non-re-
fundable), and/or upon deposit of
$60.00 per set, which will be refunded
in full on the first two (2) sets issued to
each general contract bidder submit-
ting a bonafide bid, upon return of doc-
uments in good and reusable condition
within ten (10) days of bid date.  Other
sets for general contractors, and sets for
subs and dealers, may be obtained with
the same deposit, which will be re-
funded as above, less cost of printing,
reproduction, handling and distribu-
tion, which is estimated to be the same
as the deposit amount.  Partial sets will
not be available.

To expedite distribution of bid doc-
uments email requests with a copy of
the deposit check(s) referencing this
project to

missy.lee@gmcnetwork.com. Hard
copy deposit checks referencing this
project should be mailed to Goodwyn
Mills Cawood, LLC; Attn: Missy Lee;
PO Box 242128; Montgomery, AL
36124; Fax No.: (334) 272-1566.

Bids must be submitted on proposal
forms furnished by the Architect or
copies thereof.  All bidders bidding in
amounts exceeding that established by
the State Licensing Board for General
Contractors must be licensed under the
Provision of Title 34, Chapter 8, Code
of Alabama, 1975, as amended, and
must show such evidence of license
before bidding or bid will not be re-
ceived or considered by Architect or
Owner;  The bidder shall show such
evidence by clearly displaying their
current license number on the outside
of the sealed envelope in which the
proposal is delivered;  Bidder must
also include their current license num-
ber on the Proposal Form.  No bid may
be withdrawn after the scheduled clos-
ing time for receipt of bids for a period
of SIXTY (60) days.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE will
be held at the same location where bids
are to be opened at 10:00 AM LOCAL
TIME ON THURSDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 29, 2022, for the purpose of re-
viewing the project and answering
Bidder’s questions.  Attendance at the
Pre-Bid Conference is recommended
for all General Contractor Bidders in-
tending to submit a Proposal, and is
highly recommended for all Subcon-
tractors. 

This project is being bid INCLUD-
ING TAXES, and requires the contrac-
tor to enter into an agreement with the
Owner, wherein the Contractor will be
authorized to make materials pur-
chases with purchase orders issued or
authorized by the Owner, provide tab-
ulated invoices to the Owner for
Owner’s payment at least once
monthly, so as to take advantage of the
Owner’s tax exempt status, and other-
wise to administer the sales and use tax
savings portion of the project for the
Owner, as a part of their Bid.  Taxes
will then be deducted from the contract
amount either from payments issued to
the Contractor or by change order at
the end of the project, as elected by the
Owner.

Additional qualifications and re-
quirements for General Contractor
Bidders and separate Subcontractors
are indicated in the Bid and Contract
Documents.

The Owner reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals and to waive
technical errors if, in their judgment,
the best interests of the Owner will
thereby be promoted.

SUMTER COUNTY COMMIS-
SION

Livingston, Alabama
Marcus Campbell, Chairman

GOODWYN, MILLS & CA-
WOOD, INC.

MEMBERS, AMERICAN IN-
STITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

2660 EastChase Lane, Suite 200
Montgomery, AL  36117

Phone: (334) 271-3200
Fax: (334) 272-1566

TO ADVERTISE:
September 15, 2022
September 22, 2022
September 29, 2022
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                  PUBLIC NOTICE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED/LEGAL ADVERTISING TO RUN IN THAT WEEK’S EDITION IS 
MONDAY AT NOON including cancelations, After that time ads will run as is, at cost.

Public Notices & Classifieds
Classified and Legal Rates are 60 cents per word for each publication. A minimum charge of $12.00 for 20 words or less is set for every classified and legal advertisement. Display advertising is ac-
cepted at display ad rates. Mail advertisements to the Sumter County Record-Journal, P.O. Drawer B, Livingston, AL 35470; bring them to  210 South Washington St., Livingston, AL; call 205-652-
6100; FAX to 205-652-4466; or email: scrjmedia@yahoo.com. DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON. Legals and Classifieds run for FREE on our website in addition
to the paper. We also place the legal on www.alabamapublicnotices.com for no additional cost.

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED                  

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it con-
venient to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation.  Top quality - Made
in the USA.  Call for free consultation:
844-809-9165.  Ask about our spe-
cials!

DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now -
Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE!
Every Game. Every Sunday.
CHOICE- All-Included Package. Over
185 Channels. $60/month (for 12
Months.) CALL 1- 855-421-9994

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany for details. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for 350 proce-
dures. 888-608-3257 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/301
Ad# 6118

DISH Network. 190+ Channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 months) Add
High Speed Internet - $14.95 (where
avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%! 1-
888-970-4932

SERVICES
SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf

Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
or by region in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 million readers
each week!  Run your ad in our
Classified Network for just $210 per
week! Sumter County Record Jour-
nal, scrjmedia@yahoo.com,  or call
1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy
it is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts
available.  Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AU-
THOR! We edit, print and distribute
your work internationally. We do the
work… You reap the Rewards! Call
for a FREE Author’s Submission Kit:
888-283-4780

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE from
America's Most Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the stress out of
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 844-925-3534

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty &

Military Veterans! Begin a new career
and earn your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical training avail-

able for Veterans & Families! To learn
more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-

APY USERS!  Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information
kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - $99 + FREE Shipping!
100% guaranteed.  CALL NOW:  866-
505-0828..

FOR SALE
DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-

ing at $59.99/month! Free Installation!
160+ channels available. Call Now to
Get the Most Sports & Entertainment
on TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW Flooring? Call Em-

pire Today to schedule a Free in-home
estimate on Carpeting and Flooring.
Call Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it con-
venient to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation.  Top quality - Made
in the USA.  Call for free consultation:
844-809-9165.  Ask about our spe-
cials!

ELIMINATE ROACHES GUAR-
ANTEED! Buy Harris Roach Tablets.

Odorless, Long Lasting. Available:
Publix, Hardware Stores, Home Cen-
ters.

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and fam-
ily stay safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms and

conditions. 1-877-323-5516

LANDOWNERS – LEASING
YOUR LAND TO Hunters? Double
your income with Base Camp Leas-
ing’s hunters & reduce risk with FREE
$5M liability insurance. Call for a free
quote 888-871-1982 

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND!  Donate

a car to the American Council of the
Blind.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24-
hour response.  Running or not. maxi-
mum tax deduction and no emission
test required! Call 24/7:  844-601-
1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from $29
month Free 2-minute Quote! We
Compare all Insurance providers offers
for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 866-
450-0943 

Thank you for reading the Sumter
County Record Journal.

ALA-SCAN 
Classifieds statewide

Local 
Classifieds

Townsend Community Review
Union Chapel C. M. E. Church 1st annual 4 Seasons program to be held

Of Crud and Crumbs
Plant more chinnyberry trees

Cont...page 7-A



 

Black Belt Community Foundation Kicks
Off Football Season with Annual Throw &

Go Contest!
The Black Belt Community Foundation

(BBCF) annual “Throw & Go Contest” is kicking
off again this year to support BBCF’s Community

Grants Program. This year’s prize is a pair of tick-
ets to the 2022 IRON BOWL (Alabama vs.
Auburn Football Game) to be played at Bryant-
Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa, AL on Nov. 26.
The tickets were given by a donor to BBCF for
the specific purposes of this effort. 2022 has been
BBCF’s most successful year of community
granting yet with over 69 worthy community or-
ganizations receiving community grants totaling
over $208,000.  How to participate? Potential
donors will be asked to give a minimum $5.00 do-
nation for a ticket which creates an entry for them
into a skills contest drawing. All the tickets will be
placed in a container, and a BBCF Board member
will select one ticket from the container on Nov.
15. The name that is pulled out will be the indi-
vidual selected to participate in the BBCF “Throw
& Go Skills Contest.” This drawing will be cap-
tured by video and shared to the media and public
via social media for transparency. The BBCF
Community Engagement Officer or BBCF Pres-
ident will contact the contestant immediately fol-
lowing the drawing. The Community
Engagement Officer will schedule the “Throw &
Go Skills Contest” prior to the date of the Alabama
and Auburn Football Game. Donors can enter the
contest online at bit.ly/bbcfthrowandgo2022 or by
visiting the BBCF’s website donations page at:
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/blackbelt-
communityfoundation. The BBCF Community
Associates (CA) across 12 counties of the Black
Belt will also offer direct paper ticketing through
the CA network. For the “Throw & Go Skills
Contest,” the contestant will have three attempts
to complete a 12-yard pass to a BBCF Staff Mem-
ber. The 12 yards are symbolic of the 12 counties
that are in the BBCF service area. The skills con-
test will be captured by video for transparency and
documentation of the integrity of the contest. For
any questions related to Throw & Go, please con-
tact Christopher Spencer at the BBCF office:
334.874.1126 (ext. 111) or by e-mail to
cspencer@blackbeltfound.org. Find out more
about BBCF and “Throw & Go” at: www.black-
beltfound.org Join our Social Media Community
and follow “Throw & Go” live updates at: face-
book.com/BBCF2004

Beverly A. Johnson & Phyllis D. Pruitt
Breast Cancer Walk

The Beverly A. Johnson & Phyllis D. Pruitt
Breast Cancer Walk will be Sat., Oct. 15 7-10 a.m.
in downtown Gainesville and will conclude at the
Gainesville Health & Wellness Center. Sponsored
by the Gainesville Health & Wellness Center and
American Cancer Society. For more information
call 205.652.3393.

The Santa National
Keeping in mind that our Winter Market is a

family friendly show, how far can we stretch our
portraits of the big guy? What aspects of his per-
sonality have yet to be uncovered? How deep can
we dive into the satire and irony Santa often invites
without ignoring the potential melancholy of this
old man of the cold dark north? The Santa Na-
tional is a multi-media competition featuring in-
terpretations of St. Nick, the icon. Works can span
realism to abstract, drawing and painting to col-
lage, comics and photography. All pieces should
be no more than 18 inches on the longest side. A
limited number of sculptures can be accommo-
dated but the same size limit applies. All work
must arrive framed and ready to mount. Otherwise
it won’t be included in the show. All artwork will
be for sale. The artist sets the price. The prizes for
this competition are Best in show $300, 1st runner
up $200, 2nd runner up $100. When you’re ready
to either ship or deliver your artwork please con-
tact garland@south17.org with “santa challenge”
on the subject line. We’re accepting Santa art until
Nov. 25 or until full. Shipped artwork should in-
clude return postage. 
Shelton State Community College’s 2022-
23 Terrific Tuesday Concert Series

Shelton State Community College’s 2022-23
Terrific Tuesday Concert Series will be held in the

Alabama Power Recital Hall on the Martin Cam-
pus. Admission is free. Upcoming performances
and artists include the following: October 4 – Dr.
Eun-Hee Park, piano; October 11 – Dr. Edisher
Savitski, piano; October 18 – Student Musicale;
October 25 – Shelton State Bach to Rock Ensem-
ble; November 1 – Shelton State Jazz Combo;
November 15 – SSCC Student Voice Recital,
Sophia Allen, soprano; November 22 – Dr. Fin-
gting Tang, piano; November 29 – Annual Holi-
day Tree Lighting and Sing Along (Martin
Campus Atrium). Shelton State’s Terrific Tues-
day Concert Series is designed to showcase a va-
riety of repertory styles.  Weekly performances
are offered by guest artists as well as Shelton
State faculty and students.  For more information,
contact Lillian Roberts at 205.391.2399 or
lroberts@sheltonstate.edu
Sumter County Chamber of Commerce

annual Pancake Breakfast
Sumter County Chamber of Commerce will

hold its annual Pancake Breakfast on Fri., Sept.
30. The plates are $5 each, and all are prepared
for take-out. The breakfast will be from 7 a.m.
until 10 a.m in the University of West Al-
abama’s Young Hall Cafeteria. You may obtain
tickets from Chamber Executive Director
Banks Gordy at the email bgordy@uwa.edu or
call her at (205) 652-5106.
William Carey University Alumni Rally at

the MAX
William Carey University graduates are in-

vited to attend an alumni rally in downtown
Meridian on Thursday, Sept. 29. The “Celebrate
Carey” rally will be from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
at the MAX, 2155 Front St. Guests can grab
some supper, swap stories, enjoy a performance
by WCU’s faculty jazz band – and meet William
Carey’s new president, Dr. Ben Burnett. The
Meridian rally is one of a series of alumni events
scheduled this fall. Homecoming will be April
14-15 at WCU’s Hattiesburg campus. To learn
more about William Carey University, visit
www.wmcarey.edu.

Physically Disabled Hunt Dates An-
nounced for Field Trial Area

The M. Barnett Lawley Forever Wild Field
Trial Area (FWFTA) in Hale County, Alabama,
will host a series of deer hunts for hunters with
physical disabilities from late Nov. 2022 through
Jan. 2023. To register for the hunts, call (334)
289-8030 starting Oct. 3. Hunt availability is lim-
ited and will be assigned on a first come, first
served basis. Hunters are limited to registering
for only one hunt for the season and may bring
an assistant to help with the hunt. Hunters will
need a hunting license and Conservation ID num-
ber prior to registering. FWFTA physically dis-
abled hunt dates: Nov. 23, 30; Dec. 14, 17, 21,
28; Jan. 4, 7, 11, 18, 21, 25. Hunters with physical
disabilities are required to fill out a Disabled
Hunter Permit Application prior to the hunt dates.
The permit can be downloaded from the Physi-
cally Disabled Hunting Areas section of
www.outdooralabama.com/hunting/where-hunt-
alabama. All deer harvested during the FWFTA
physically disabled hunts must be reported via
Alabama’s Game Check system. Hunters will
have 48 hours to Game Check their harvest
through the Outdoor AL mobile app or online at
outdooralabama.com. For more information
about the hunt details or registration process, call
Brae Buckner with the ADCNR State Lands Di-
vision at (334) 868-1684, or email brae.buck-
ner@dcnr.alabama.gov.

Annual West Alabama Juried Art Show
Deadline Oct. 27

The Arts Council of Tuscaloosa will be spon-
soring its annual West Alabama Juried Show Dec.
2-16, 2022 and Jan. 6-20, 2023 in The Arts Coun-
cil Gallery at the Dinah Washington Cultural Arts
Center. An opening reception will be held on Dec.
2, from 5-7 p.m. during First Friday. For more in-
formation about The Arts Council or Bama The-
atre, patrons should follow and like “The Arts

Council – Bama Theatre – Cultural Arts Center”
on Facebook and Twitter and also Instagram
@tuscaloosaartscouncil. Call 205-758-5195 or
visit tuscarts.org for further information.

Here Comes the Bard!
UWA Theatre invites you to save a date Octo-

ber 5-7 for a rousing performance of The Com-
pleat Works of Wllm Shkspr [abridged] by Jess
Winfield, Daniel Singer and Adam Long. Never
fear, you will not actually be subjected to lengthy
presentations of
all the Bard’s

BELLAMY
Morning Star Baptist Church
Rev. Micheal Howard, pastor
Friendship Baptist Church
Pastor: Rev. Melvin Lard
Lamkin Memorial Church, Bel-
lamy
Rev. Randy Price, pastor
Word of Life Church
Rev. Russell Handy, pastor

BELMONT
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
Belmont, Rev. Wesley Winston
Old Belmont Baptist Church
Belmont
Palestine Baptist Church
Rev. Willie Evans, pastor

BOYD
Hadden Presbyterian Church
Bro. Mike Spencer, pastor
Old Mt Olive PBC
Rev. Dewayne Charleston
Shiloh Zion Baptist Church
Central Chapel P. B. Church
Greater Mt. Olive Primitive
Baptist Church, 
Bro. Robert Burton, Pastor 652-
1121

COATOPA
Christian Valley Missionary
Baptist Church
Willie A. West, pastor
Christian Valley Baptist Church
Rev. Wayne Smith, pastor
Bethel Pine Baptist Church
Rev. Floyd O. Bell, pastor
Brewersville United Methodist
Church
Pastor Chris Walker 
Dug Hill Primitive Baptist
Church
Rev. John H. Wright pastor
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Rev. Tommy C. Brown
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church

Rev. James McDonald, pastor
Oak Grove Baptist Church
Rev. Willie J. Ivory, Sr.

CUBA
Full Gospel Holiness Church
Elder Houston Brown, Pastor
Grant’s Chapel Methodist
Church
Rev. Izea Blanks, Jr.
Cuba Presbyterian Church
Rev. Chris Kiepe, pastor
Cuba Baptist Church
Rev. Mike McKee, pastor
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Rev. Jered Gibbs, pastor 
Zion Hill Missionary Baptist
Church
Rev. Christopher Wayne Davis
Morning Star Baptist Church
Rev. Willie D. Wilson, pastor
Cuba Church of God in Christ
Rev. Willie Sealy, pastor
Pine Grove Baptist Church
Willie D. Burton, pastor 392-7311
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Rev. Willie Harrison
God United Spiritual Kingdom
Evangelist Katie Lake
Church of God Holiness
Ed. Tatum, Pastor
Praise Nation Worship Center
Rev. Dwayne Watson, Pastor

EMELLE
Sun Light Baptist Church
Rev. Derric Jones, pastor
Brown’s Chapel Baptist
Churchst New Jones Baptist
Church
Rev. Coley Rogers, pastor
Mary Winston Baptist Church
Rev. Leon R. Fitch, pastor
Jerusalem Baptist Church
Rev. Henry J. Rush, 601-743-
5044
St. Peter Baptist Church
Rev. Herman Evans, Jr.

West Union Baptist Church
Rev. D. Crockett, pastor
Mt. Zion Baptist Church

EPES
Cedar Grove Presbyterian
Church
Rev. Tim Craddock, pastor
New Mt. Nebo Primitive Baptist
Rev. L. C. Eatman pastor
Miller Hill Baptist Church
Rev. Samuel Gulley, pastor
Epes Baptist Church
Epes
Epes Methodist Church
Rev. Ray Boyd, pastor, 652-6564
Epes First Baptist Church
Rev. Chris Holcombe
Jones Creek Baptist Church
Rev. John Meeks, pastor

GAINESVILLE
Antioch Witness Church
Rev. Glenn Harris, Sr., pastor
Gainesville Presbyterian
Church
Rev. Carl Sudduth, pastor
Gainesville Baptist Church
Rev. Carl Sudduth, pastor
St. Alban's Episcopal Church
Father Richard R. Losch
Gainesville Methodist Church
Rev. Carl Sudduth, pastor
Spring Valley Baptist Church
Rev. Johnny McDonald, 652-
2473
Antitoch Baptist Church
Rev. James Foy, Sr.
New Bethel Baptist Church
Rev.  Dr. Frank D. Rogers
First Baptist Church of
Gainesville
Rev. Demetrius Williams, pastor

GEIGER
Southern Star Mennonite
Church
Min. Alan Nichols, 205-652-
2687; Min. Derek Koehn 601-

917-4100
Soul Chapel

United Methodist 
Rev. Tommy Wilson., pastor
Geiger United Methodist
Church
Wilson Kendrick, Jr., pastor, 455-
2687
New Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church
455-2101
Pastor Gerry “Chris” Parker,
pastor

LIVINGSTON
Word of Life Church
Russell H. Hardy, pastor
First Baptist Church of
Livingston
Rev. Charlie Moore
Johnson Baptist Church
Rev. Samuel Harris, pastor
Livingston First Baptist Church
Rev. Thomas Fletcher, pastor 652-
2512
St. James Episcopal Church
Father Richard R. Losch
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church
Rev. Larry Shinnick
In Abundance Tabernacle of
Deliverance
Pastor Juanita Lard
First Presbyterian Church,
Livingston
Rev. Luke Ponder
www.firstpreslivingston.org
Livingston Church of God
Joe Bristow, pastor, 205-310-7286
Livingston Church of Christ
Br. Jack White, pastor
Livingston United Methodist
Church
Rev. Steve Spining
Living Word Church
Pastor Byron P. Franklin, Sr.
New Prospect Baptist Church
Rev. Felix Jones, pastor

Morning Star Baptist Church
Rev. Tyrone Thomas, pastor
Pine Grove Baptist Church
Rev. Kentray Sims, pastor
Shady Grove Baptist Church
Rev. John Powell, pastor
Mt. Nebo Primitive Baptist
Church
Elder L. C. Eatman, pastor
Mt. Pilgrim Primitive Baptist
Church
Rev. Greg Watkins, pastor
Shiloh Baptist Church
Rev. D. Crockett, pastor 652-2710
Mt. Zion A. M. E. Zion Church
Rev. Shirley Martin. pastor
Faith Christian Center, Inc.
Pastor Percy L. Craine 652-4934
Westly Chapel C.M.E
Rev. Roberts Dees, pastor
Brewersville UMC
Rev. Darryl Roberts

PANOLA
Zion Valley Baptist Church
Rev. Marvin Earl Washington,
pastor
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Rev. Douglas Newton
Rome CME Church
Rev. Willie Flemming
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church
Rev. John Meeks, pastor
Greater Salem A.M.E. Zion
Church
Rev. Arthur Gilliam, III, pastor
Galilee Baptist Church
Rev. B. Nelson Little
St. John Baptist Church
Rev. Curtis Jones, Jr.
Panola United Methodist
Church
Pastor Tim Alexander

SILOAM
Siloam Baptist Church
Pastor Brad Campbell, 652-7949

SUMTERVILLE
Sumterville Baptist Church

Rev. Drew Ramsay
Bethel Presbyterian Church
Rev. Drew Ramsay
Sumterville Missionary Baptist
Church
Rev. Ben T. Broaden, pastor

YORK
The Pentecostal Church of God
Elder Fred Summerville, Jr.,
pastor
First Baptist Church of York
Rev. Jonathan Byrd, III
Wesley Chapel CME 
Rev. Clarence Lucious
Rocks Chapel Baptist Church
Rev. Albert Presswood, pastor
Smith Chapel Baptist Church
Rev. Richard Wilson, pastor
Present Help Christian
Assembly
Pastor Gregory Chinn
Fourth Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Rev. Mitchell Carter
Mt. Powell Baptist Church
Rev. Wesley Winston, pastor
205-392-7544
York Baptist Church
Rev. Leon Ballard, pastor, 392-
4876
Truevine Fellowship Church
Rev. Willie Davis, pastor, 392-
7894
York Church of Christ
York
First Pentecostal Church
Rev. Jimmy Barmore, pastor, 392-
4806
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Rev. Garet Aldridge, pastor, York
Mount Hermon Baptist Church
Rev. W. J. Sims, pastor
York United Methodist Church
Rev. Darryl Roberts, 392-4801
Hixion Baptist Church
Rev. Ronald Chaney, pastor
New Hope Baptist Church

Rev. A. C. Washington, Sr., pastor,  
392-4536
Oak Grove  Baptist Church
Rev. P. S. Jenkins, pastor
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Rev James Patrick Granger, Jr.
Eastern Star Baptist Church
Rev. Charles Delaine, pastor, 392-
9680
Mt. Zion 
Rev. E.L. Charleston
Lillies Chapel A. M. E. Zion
Rev. Lester M. Core, pastor
Grant’s Chapel C.M.E.
Rev. Paul Holt, Pastor
Apostolic Outreach Center
Vernon McGrew, pastor, 392-7511
Abundant Life Church
Connith Robinson, pastor
York Primitive Baptist Church 
Minister Loria Thomas, pastor 

WARD
Gaston Valley Baptist
Rev. L.C. Knighton, pastor
Saint Matthew Baptist
Pastor Author Graham
Union Chapel C.M.E. Church
Ward Baptist Church
St. John Baptist Church
Rev. Doc Pettis Lockett,392-4799
Cokes Chapel Methodist
Church
Rev. Lyle Meador

WHITFIELD
Black's Bluff Missionary Bap-
tist Church
Al Smith, pastor
Ebeneezer Missionary Baptist
Church
Christopher Holcombe, pastor

KINTERBISH
Beulah Baptist Church

OTHER
Firebrands For Christ Min-
istries, Inc. Pastors Richard and
Lucinda White

Need a church announcement in the paper? Email it to scrjmedia@yahoo.com, fax to 205-652-4466
or bring it by 210 S. Washington St. in Livingston. No announcements will be taken over the phone.
Due to space constraints, SCRJ will no longer be running church phone numbers in the paper.

West Alabama 
Mental Health 

Center
Serving Choctaw, Greene, Hale,
Marengo and Sumter Counties

www.wamhc.org
Access to Care/Emergency
1-800-239-2901

C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s

We have 11 open spots for the lowest price
display ad you can get weekly in the paper.*

Call Marsha Glenn
470-373-3040

and ask for a church page ad. 
* Ads are $10.50 for one 1.5 column x 1” per week

with a 6 month run.

LOCAL CHURCHES

McInnis Mortuary
Mary R. and Eric J. McInnis, 

Owners
Livingston               Eutaw

(205) 652-9138   (205) 372-9328 

Join us for lunch after church

M&M Market
39329 AL Hwy 17 ~  Emelle, AL  35459

205-455-2820

Livingston Auto Parts
Bumper to Bumper
111 S. Washington St.
Livingston, AL 35470

205-652-2516

DIRKS CONSTRUCTION, INC
Eugene Dirks and Sons

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING AND 
ELECTRICAL WORK
(205) 499-1228

Gaddy Electric & Plumbing
145 Industrial Park Drive

Demopolis, AL
334-289-2822

Bumpers FuneralHome
Hwy. 11 South York 392-5081
24 Hour Info Line 392-9777

SOUTHWEST
PAPER SALES INC.

Kelly Stephens, President
P.O. Box 360 • Livingston, AL

25000 AL Highway 28  Demopolis, AL
Office: 334.289.3100
Fax: 334.289.3165

Serving West Alabama AND East Mississippi Since 1984

LEGACY HOSPICE OF THE EAST
951 Hwy. 80 W., Suite D, Demopolis, AL
36732. Serving Sumter, Greene, Perry, Choctaw,
Marengo, Clarke,  & Washington counties.

844-222-2296

York Elderly Apartments
Facilities for Persons Age 62 and Over

Highway 17 North, York, AL
392-5291/800-669-977 /TDD 800-927-9275

Doric South Monuments
1460 West Jackson Street
Demopolis, AL  36732
(334)-289-3310

TRN LW BR, LLC
P.O. Drawer V, Livingston, AL

FAX (205)652-2267  
Phone (205)652-9688

205-373-2420

www.LavendersFuneralService.com
Professionally Serving Families Since 1947

Gandy Funeral Home
9807 Alabama Hwy 14
Eutaw, AL 35462

(205) 372-4493 Fax: (205) 372-0976
Always Call Where One Call Does It All

Member FDIC

Equal Housing
Lender

P.O. Box 969 Livingston, AL
652-9636

Sumter Health & Rehabilitation
Center, LLC

1505 E. 4th Avenue    York, Alabama
205-392-5281

Guidelines for Submitting your Church/Community  Announcements
These are free as long as there are no personal messages and the event is not being charged for (love offerings do not

count).  Please keep the announcement to one paragraph with who is presenting the event, what the event is, date, time,
where it will be held and contact information. Email them to scrjmedia@yahoo.com. The front office is closed

due to COVID-19. We can not take anything over the phone due to company policy.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. –
Competing in arguably the
toughest tennis region in all of
Division II, the West Alabama
tennis teams brought home big
results from the ITA South Re-
gional in Montgomery this
weekend. The men's doubles
team of Lucas Hammond and
Marcel Hornung won the title
and will advance to the Small
College Championships next
month. Heden Ly and Hardija
Vidnere each made deep runs in
the consolation bracket on the
women's side of the bracket.

Hammond/Hornung started
their run with an 8-5 win in the
opening round. Following a pair
of solid wins by scores of 8-3
and 8-2 over the next two
rounds, they then rolled to the 8-
4 win in the semifinals. That
setup the championship match
against Gulf South Conference
foe West Florida. After dropping
the first set, 5-7, Hammond/Hor-
nung put together a strong sec-
ond set for the 6-3 win to force
the match to a decisive third set.
In the super tiebreaker, Ham-

mond/Hornung were able to the
claim the 10-8 win in the third
and secure the championship
title. Hammond/Hornung will
now prepare for the ITA Cup,
formerly known as the Small
College Nationals that will take
place Oct. 13-16 at the Rome
Tennis Center in Rome, Ga.

In the women's singles, Ly
opened her part of the consola-
tion bracket with a 6-4, 6-4 win
in the round of 32. It was a close
match in the round of 16 as Ly
was able to win that match by a
7-6, 6-4 straight set score. Fol-
lowing a withdraw by her oppo-
nent in the quarterfinals, Ly then
advanced to the semifinals
where Laia Pasini picked up the
6-1, 6-3 win to end Ly's strong
run back through the consolation
bracket. Vidnere had a tough
match right out of the gate to
begin her run in the consolation
part of the bracket. After winning
the opening set, 6-4, Vidnere
dropped the second set, 3-6, but
then came back strong to win the
third set in a super tiebreaker, 10-
7. In the round of 32, it was a

challenging first set that went to
a tiebreaker that Vidnere won
and then cruised to the straight
set win by scores of 7-6, 6-1. An-
other third-set match waited in
the round of 16. Vidnere came
out with the 6-3 win, but then
dropped the second set, 4-6. In
the third set tiebreaker, she
cruised to the 10-5 win. In the
quarterfinals, it would be a
straight set win by scores of 7-5,
6-4. Vidnere then ran into the
eventual consolation bracket
champion in Regina Urbiola Ar-
menta in the semifinals and Vid-
nere made a push in the second
set before falling, 1-6, 4-6. Both

of the women's doubles teams
advanced to the round of 16 in
the main bracket. The team of
Vidnere/Ming Deewajee re-
ceived a bye and then won their
first match by an 8-4 score. They
came close to advancing past the
round of 16 pushing the match to
a tiebreaker before falling just
short, 7-8. Haina Franco and
Yurie Takanishi also received a
bye before winning their first
match by a score of 8-4. They
battled in their round of 16
match but fell just short by a
score of 5-8.
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“Congratulations to the tornadoes for their win over Robert Brown, Tatricia Walker-Ingram,
Felicia Harris-Yates, and Tommie Campbell.” @livingstonjrhigh

Livingston Tornadoes win over Robert Brown 

“We believe that our students
are #DestinedForGreatness
because our teachers pour
into our students EVERY-
DAY!
Mrs Adams, Mrs. Bohannon
and Mrs. Turner are just 3 of
our Rockstar Teachers hard
at it on a beautiful Friday!”

@yorkwestend

Three YWE
teachers
rocking it
on Friday

“Mr. Hall's kindergarten science class is studying the unit "How Animals Move". They created
paper worms. The students had to lightly blow through a straw on the center of the worms'
bodies to make the inch forward. The student who got his or her worm to "inch" to the finish
line wins.”                     More adorable kindergartener science photos @kinterbishjrhigh.al.schoolinsites.com

Kinterbish’s Mr. Hall’s Kindergarten science worm race

plays. This is, after all, an
abridged version. Instead, you
are more likely to recognize a
line here and there from Shake-
speare’s varied works. You may
glimpse one of the Bard’s famil-
iar—and overused—plot twists.
All right, the truth is that the
show you will see bears very lit-
tle resemblance whatsoever to
the comedies or tragedies of
Shakespeare. As a matter of fact,
this troupe doesn’t even pay trib-
ute to the Elizabethan custom of
casting all roles with male ac-
tors, choosing instead to cast all
roles with female performers. It
makes for a particularly interest-
ing rendition of Romeo and
Juliet, but you be the judge. Suf-
fice it to say that the actors
(UWA students Alaisha Perry,
Elizabeth Ward and Janna
Williamson) are working very
hard to meet the challenge of
performing The Compleat
Works, but they can’t possibly
be considered Elizabethan
scholars. As you will see, only
one of them has even read a cou-
ple of books about Shakespeare.
The result of their efforts, there-
fore, is fraught with error which,
naturally, results in chaos and hi-
larity. The Compleat Works of
Wllm Shkspr [abridged] is an
excellent primer for the most
improper way to stage the works
of the Bard; therefore, it is highly
recommended to all students of
theatre, history and English lit-
erature. As a public service to fu-
ture audiences throughout our
area, groups of aspiring thespi-

ans, as well as history and liter-
ature students—and their teach-
ers or directors—are cordially
invited to attend a performance
of The Compleat Works free of
charge. Indeed, there is a special
student matinee planned for Fri-
day afternoon so that those who
come might not be embarrassed
by their attendance. For more in-
formation, contact Director
Rhonda Wooley at UWA The-
atre (205/652-3849).

Community Foundation
Grant Applications Now

Available
The Community Foundation

of West Alabama announces its
Fall Grant Cycle. Grant applica-
tions for the community grants
are available for 501(c)(3) non-
profit organizations only. Com-
munity grant applications are
due no later than Oct. 1. The ed-
ucational grant applications are
also available to teachers in the
West Alabama area. The dead-
line for educational grants will
be Nov. 1. Those interested are
encouraged to download the
grant applications from our web-
site at www.thecfwa.org or you
may call the CFWA office at
366-0698.

Breast Cancer Awareness
Month is October

Breast Cancer Awareness in
memory of Debbie Robinson
Brown, will be held on Sat., Oct.
8,   at 9 a.m. at the Townsend
Mission Community Center,
Ward. Brenda Robinson Evans
is the sponsor.

could just print one paper per
subscriber. The subscriber could
just leave it lying on the table and
get up and read it every morning.
It would also save that trek all the
way to the road in the cold, or
rain, or hot, blazing sun, or what-
ever. Well, the redundant news.
The passenger train derailed.
Again. And Alabama came in
50th in something. Again. What
we came in fiftieth in was having
more abandoned vehicle tires
than anybody else. Not only
have we abandoned our own,
they have been brought in from
other states. The paper states,
“Every man, woman and child
produces a total of 270 million
tires a year nationwide---”. Now,
boy, that’s a lot of tires for each
person to produce. I think the re-
porter wasn't paying too much
attention to sentence structure.
Now folks, this is most shame-
ful. Not the fact that we are afflu-
ent enough to be able to abandon
this many car tars but that we
have neglected our state pride.
Everybody knows that used car
tars are used for lawn ornamen-

tation. How long has it been
since you saw a house with
stately Chinnyberry trees in the
front yard, and car tars turned
wrong side out and verbena
growing in them? Now, I know
it will take some creative brain-
storming to recycle this many
tires. We’ll just have to plant
more Chinnyberry trees and
paint ‘em white, and paint all
those car tars whit—pronounced
W- H-long I-T, to rhyme, almost,
with diet, pronounced the true
southern way. Now, I know we
have lots more car tars than we
used to have. But, hey! We also
have lots more houses than we
used to have. And with the addi-
tion of all the trailers, just think,
every road in Alabama can be
lined, from state line to state line,
with Chinnyberry trees and whit
car tars with verbena growing in
them. Our historical heritage will
be restored. And besides, the
main alternative to producing car
tires that have to be abandoned is
riding the passenger train. That
might derail.

Of Crud and Crumbs cont... from page 5-A

UWA women's rodeo takes 1st place at Missouri Valley College Rodeo
MARSHALL, Mo – The University of

West Alabama rodeo teams began the 2022-
23 Ozark Region regular season this past
weekend at the Viking Stampede Rodeo at
the Saline County Fairgrounds hosted by
Missouri Valley College. The women's team
took home first place honors racking up 435

total points. Jaylie Matthews won barrel rac-
ing with a time of 15.09 in the first round and
14.5 in the second round. Taycie Matthews
finished in second place in barrel racing.
Heather McLaughlin picked right back up
where she left off last season and won goat
tying. On the men's side, Kota Wilhite earned

first place in calf roping. In team roping,
Kade Goemmer finished in second place.
West Alabama rodeo will return to the Hines-
Spree Rodeo Complex for the UWA Rodeo
Showdown on Thursday and run all the way
through Saturday night in Livingston, Ala-
bama. 

UWA tennis brings home Men’s Doubles Title, other strong results at ITA Regionals
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Swap Your Subscription from Out of County/Out of State to
the Web Edition and save MONEY, and get your paper EARLY on

Wednesday evenings, before the printed edition even reaches the stands
U.S. Postal Service 

announces steep postage
rate hikes 

From National Newspaper
Association

The United States Postal
Service today announced a
planned adjustment of postage
rates as of August 29, 2021, for
the public and commercial mail
users. For community news-
papers using Periodicals mail
to reach readers, the average
rate increase will be nearly
9%. The First-Class Stamp
will move from 55 to 58 cents.

The rate increase is part of
a new USPS business plan

that also includes a weaken-
ing of service standards for
mail that is moving across the
country.

The proposed new rates
must be reviewed by the Postal
Regulatory Commission, but
the PRC has already granted
USPS the authority to elimi-
nate an inflation-based price
cap on rates. It gave USPS a
new set of parameters that al-
lows it to charge more for mail
that remains in the postal sys-
tem while digital technology
provides new competition for
delivery of messages and ad-
vertising.

Brett Wesner, chair of Na-
tional Newspaper Association
and president of Wesner Publi-
cations, Cordell, Okla., said the
rate announcement was grim
news for community newspa-
pers that have been fielding
months of complaints that
subscribers are not receiving
their copies on time.

“Nothing about this scenario
is good,” Wesner said. “These
increases will require many
newspapers to increase sub-
scription prices to cover this
new cost and readers will think
we have lost our minds to
charge more when USPS can-

not get the paper to so many on
time. But times are tough in our
world. We have to pay these
bills. 

“The increase in the stamp
cost will be felt most in a
rural economy. People in
small towns across America
send checks through the mail
to pay their bills. The stamp
goes up and delivery goes
down. I fear that just as eco-
nomic hopes have started to
rise for people returning to
work, faith in the Postal Ser-
vice’s ability to serve the nation
will put a damper on commer-
cial activity for many of us.”

YES! Swap me over!
Web editions come Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. Central time to your email. Click the link and read the pdf in your web browser.
Name on Account:__________________________________________________________________________
Address paper was formerly mailed
to:______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:____________________________________________________________________________
Or you can email your information to scrjmedia@yahoo.com. Be sure to let us know that you want to swap your account with the
above info. Want to purchase an online account? Visit us at www.recordjournal.net and click on subscribe. You don’t need a
Paypal account to pay. Use your regular credit/debit card and choose guest check out. Web editions are the same price as in county
subscriptions, $44.00 annually, no matter where you live!

“Students received certificates and tokens for passing the i-Ready reading and math BOY tests as well as the 2022 ACAP
tests.” See more photos of the ceremony and students getting ready on i-Ready Reading and Math Goal Setting Day @kinterbishjrhigh.al.schoolinsites.com

Data Awards Ceremony at Kinterbish
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